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Jason Latimer • copy editor
The student organization 
Blue Key sat down with Rose-
Hulman staff, committee mem-
bers, and leaders before Winter 
Break at the annual Student-
Faculty Dialogues to discuss 
suggestions and concerns ex-
pressed by students earlier this 
year. After break, they contact-
ed faculty to see if they were ad-
dressing the issues presented at 
the meeting. Now, Blue Key is 
ready to let the students know 
what is being done. Senior ap-
plied biology major Shannon 
Butler, a member of Blue Key, 
wanted to assure students that 
Rose-Hulman does indeed hear 
their voice.
“The main things we noted at 
the meeting were that a lot of 
the things that students brought 
up were things that the admin-
istration was already looking 
into or had looked into previ-
ously,” she said.
The Rose-Hulman commu-
nity was asked for feedback 
about things that they would 
like to change on campus. Here 
are some of the issues and what 
is currently being done about 
them.
Passing periods
The Quality of Education 
Committee is looking into de-
signing a schedule that poten-
tially allows for longer passing 
periods, ideally without length-
ening the school day. They are 
using other universities as mod-
els to address the more complex 
issues and hope to develop a 
solution by the end of this aca-
demic year.
ABBE study room
D219 has been designated as 
an ABBE study area during the 
hours which it is unoccupied, 
which is currently most of the 
time.
Meal plans and fries
The ARA does not allow two 
meals to be used at once on tra-
ditional meal plans because the 
price of meal plans is based on 
the average number of meals 
a person with that meal plan 
uses, so allowing two meals to 
be used at one time would drive 
meal plan costs up. Also, waf-
fle fries are no longer served on 
Wednesdays because they were 
the most expensive potato item 
and increased costs by $6000 
per year.
Cell phone boosters in 
SRC
Students inquired about 
the possibility of boosting cell 
phone service in the SRC and 
the apartments buildings. This 
possibility has already been in-
vestigated by Rose-Hulman and 
determined to be too expensive 
due to the number of service 
providers and cells phone us-
ers.
Health services
Some students expressed 
concern for the current hours 
of Health Services. The hours 
are to remain the same, but 
Health Services does provide a 
pamphlet that lists urgent care 
centers in Terre Haute that have 
late night and weekend hours. 
Student Affairs is interested in 
looking into incorporating a 
female nurse practitioner into 
the budget in the next several 
years.
Power outlets
The Director of Buildings and 
Systems believes that we may 
be able to add additional power 
outlets in the Olin lobby near 
BSB as a power hub. Facilities 
hopes to have this complete by 
Spring 2012. The outlets in the 
newly redecorated hallways in 
Moench will soon be covered up 
for safety reasons so students’ 
power cords do not create trip-
ping hazards.
Bike racks near Dem-
ing
Senior Manager of Landscape 
and Grounds Bill Kincius is in-
vestigating the installation a 
common bike rack on campus. 
After selecting a rack, he will 
order two to be installed behind 
Deming Hall. Facilities hopes 
to have these racks installed by 
Spring 2012.
Hand scanners
In the next few weeks, Tom 
Miller will be chairing a com-
mittee that will discuss the po-
tential implementation of after-
hour student building access. 
The administration is support-
ive of students accessing the 
common areas of the academic 
buildings after hours, but does 
not want students to be able to 
access a residence hall that they 
do not live in between 2 AM and 
6 AM.
Temperature manage-
ment in the weight room
Although students feel that 
the weight room is not always 
the appropriate temperature, 
the heating and air condition-
ing system is not robust enough 
to allow for such fine adjust-
ments.
Online grading
Rose-Hulman is currently in 
the trial phase of implement-
ing a new online communica-
tion system to replace Angel. 
Department heads have been 
asked to encourage their faculty 
to use Angel to post grades until 
the new system is fully imple-
mented. 
SRC rock climbing wall
Members of the Rock Climb-
ing Club and SRC management 
are exploring and pursuing 
the complexities involved with 
building a rock climbing wall on 
campus. 
Smoking
An updated smoking policy 
was sent to the campus in De-
cember, stating that smoking 
is not allowed with in 30 feet of 
a building entrance. Students, 
faculty and staff should polite-
ly ask those smoking in front 
of building entrances to move 
to an area 30 feet away from 
doors. Additionally, RAs will re-
ceive training next year on how 
to enforce the 30-feet rule.
Parking
Parking at Rose-Hulman is 
currently a little crowded due 
to the new residence hall’s con-
struction. The campus is plan-
ning for the increase in students 
on this part of campus and is 
aiming to keep the parking lots 
about 80 percent full.
Washing machines on-
line and card operated
The online washing machine 
monitoring system has been 
implemented, and students 
can now see when washing ma-
chines will be available online 
or through text or email alerts. 
They can add money to their 
card online or at the Aramark 
office to use for laundry.
Skyrim lives up to the hype All about concussions, aka 
What happens when...
MOENCH HALL – COMMONS 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology REVISED FURNITURE LAYOUT 
New Product Required for Layout: 
• (7) Coalesse “Await” 3-Seat Sofas 
• (2) Coalesse “Await” 1-Section Connector Benches 
• (3) Harter “Forum” 36x36 Laminate Top Coffee Tables 
• (3) Additional Harter “Forum” 24x24 Laminate Top Side 
Tables (to match tables already installed) 
Existing Product Inventory Not Used for Layout: 
(Can be relocated to Meyers Hall) 
• (8) CH1A Stylex “Avo” Armless Side Chairs with Wood Back 
• (2) T3 Versteel 42” Square Tables (currently have round on-site, but 
will be replaced by square as originally specified) 
• (1) LS4BD Stylex “Come Together” Lounge Chair with Right Handed 
Tablet, Green Seat and Striped Back Fabric 
• (1) LS3BD Stylex “Come Together” Lounge Chair with Left Handed 
Tablet, Green Seat and Striped Back Fabric 
• (2) T2 Versteel 42” Round Bar Height Tables 
• (8) ST1C Stylex “Avo” Armless Barstools with Wood Back 
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Ranjana Chandramouli • staff writer
The best ideas happen at 3:30 am.
It was at that early time that Blumberg Hall 
sophomore advisors Kristen Schackmann and 
Sarah Irish, alongside their resident assistant 
junior Emily Eckstein, came up with their idea 
to fundraise for St. Jude Children’s Hospital, ac-
cording to Schackmann.
The idea originated as the three of them were 
attempting to prepare their hall for Up ‘Til Dawn, 
according to Eckstein. The residents of Blumberg 
hoped to add a personal incentive for reaching 
their goal of raising $300.
For the past week, Blumberg students have 
gone to residence halls across campus, asking 
for donations for St. Jude. To motivate students 
to donate, Schackmann, Irish, and Eckstein of-
fered a tiered system of zany incentives, such as 
cutting off hair for Locks of Love, dyeing hair and 
getting thrown in Speed Lake. As word spread 
that morning through Face-
book, e-mail, and a YouTube 
video, a few more members 
of the residence life staff, 
Alex White and Chris Pete, 
joined in with their support, 
raising the tiers of $100 even 
higher. Other floors became 
involved as well. One sopho-
more advisor, Daniel Magi-
not, offered his mechanical 
leg for a day to the boy on his 
floor who donated the most 
money.
In the end, Deming raised 
$2.14 per person, the most of 
any residence hall, and, over 
the entire week, Blumberg was able to raise over 
$1,101.90 from residents’ spare change, which 
equates to just over $1 per on-campus resident, 
according to Eckstein. Darcie Jones, the graduate 
assistant in charge of planning and coordinating 
Rose-Hulman’s Up ‘Til Dawn event this year, was 
enthusiastic about their efforts and said that the 
“hard work and time [the girls] put into the pro-
ject just showed their enormous support for St. 
Jude’s … in a creative way.”
According to Schackmann, at that early hour 
of 3:30 am, they originally put the goal at $1,000, 
but then “decided that was a completely outra-
geous goal and [lessened] it to $300.” This over-
whelming support from Rose students to sur-
pass such an ‘outrageous’ goal just reinforces the 
kindness of the residents. Eckstein thanked the 
campus for the “phenomenal experience” and 
remarked, “I’ve never done anything like this be-
fore and the generosity of Rose’s students really 
amazed me.”
Blumberg gets creative to raise money
Blumberg residence life staff present a check to Darcie Jones to 
be donated to St. Jude Children’s Hospital.
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
the rose thorn
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Marcus Willerscheidt • editor-in-chief
Kurtis Zimmerman • news
Kevin Weaver • entertainment
Katrina Brandenburg • living
Melissa Schwent • living emeritus
Richard Thai • opinions
Matt Dierksmeier • sports
Sean Gorsky • flipside
Noël Spurgeon • flipside emeritus
Emily Asman • copy
Jason Latimer • copy
Stephen Mayhew • copy emeritus
Jessica Reames • photo
Tim Ekl • photo emeritus
Ranjana Chandramouli • writer
Katie Dial • writer
Sean Finney • writer
Victor Goben • writer
Morgan Lopez • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Peter Savkovich • writer
Hobey Tam • writer
Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web






Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Follow the rose thorn on twitter: 
http://twitter.com/therosethorn
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PARAMETRIC SOLUTIONS INC.
P R O D U C T    D E V E L O P M E N T    S E R V I C E S
HIRING IN SUNNY
SOUTH FLORIDA
MECHANICAL & AEROSPACE ENGINEERS
Would you like to develop products for a
variety of applications and industries?
Do you have or would you like to develop
top-notch engineering skills using the
latest computer simulation software?
If your answer is yes, you may be the kind of
person we are looking for to join the team here at
Parametric Solutions, Inc. (PSi). Most companies
engineer a single product. At PSi we offer a
diversity of projects. We engineer many different
types of products; from gas-turbine engines to
sports equipment and everything in between.
Light aircraft, motorcycles, train cars,
submarines, electric vehicles and renewable
energy devices are just a few of the products we
develop.
PSi employs engineers and designers who
perform mechanical design, kinematic synthesis,
structural, heat transfer, and fluid flow analyses
utilizing the latest commercial and in-house
developed software. We also build, instrument
and test physical prototypes.
See www.psnet.com for additional information.
Send Resume to jobs@psnet.com
PLEASE INDICATE:
Turbo-Machinery Design / Analysis Experience
Computer Software Proficiencies
(types and amount of experience)
Salary Requirement
Date of Availability
Applicant must be a U.S. citizen.
News Briefs
Sean Gorsky • flipside editor
Elementary school teacher limits bathroom 
trips 
Parents at a Brooklyn elementary school are fuming 
over a fifth grade teacher’s new policy to limit kids’ bath-
room breaks to three per week. The rule was put in place 
in retaliation to children who were skipping class by 
making frequent trips to the bathrooms. The system will 
give each student three vouchers each week. Any vouch-
ers left over at the end of the week can be turned in at the 
end of the week to redeem a small prize. A Department 
of Education spokeswoman told the Associated Press 
that the principal plans to put an end to the program. 
New York Philharmonic silenced by cell phone 
During a performance of Mahler’s Ninth Symphony, 
the iPhone’s distinctive “Marimba” ringtone began re-
verberating through the hall. Maestro Alan Gilbert 
brought the orchestra to a halt and asked that the phone 
be silenced. The interruption was met with jeers for the 
cellphone user and cheers for Gilbert. The Associated 
Press reports that this was the first time the music direc-
tor had interrupted a performance due to a cellphone. 
Damaged turtle given new fiberglass shell 
In Aurora, Colorado, “Scorch” the turtle had an unfor-
tunate accident. During a standard crossing of the road, 
Scortch was hit by a car and badly chewed by dogs along 
the side of the road. He was discovered by a local police 
officer and found his way to Kevin Fitzgerald, an Aurora 
veterinarian. Fitzgerald fashioned Scortch a fiberglass 
shell, which will ultimately be shed as he regrows his 
own. In the meantime, Scorch is under the care of a local 
teenager who is known for taking care of needy pets. 
T3 - Versteel “Vela” 42” Square Table 
Laminate Top: Wilsonart “Designer White” 
PVC Edge: Versteel NM Nimbus 
Metal Base: Versteel PM Platinum 
CH1A - Stylex Armless “Avo” Chair 
Wood Back: Toned Walnut 
Seat Vinyl: Knoll “Atlas”, Color: Red Earth 
Metal Base: Polished Chrome 
MOENCH HALL – COMMONS 
Rose-Hul an Institute of Technology EXISTING FURNITURE PIECES 
(FOR REFERENCE ONLY) 
Moench commons 
to be re-renovated
A new plan for the common space in Moench Hall was unveiled this week to the Student Gov-
ernment Association. This new redesign, motivated largely by student concerns about the first 
redesign, combines much of the furniture purchased for the initial redesign with 15 new pieces—
couches, benches, and tables—and brings back some of the original, pre-redesign layout.
The new design brings some additional design flair in the form 
of an IndyCar mounted on the north wall.
Maregatti Interiors
3News20 JaN 2012
Bored Friday night, try “Risk” in the future
Chris Pete • guest writer
When my roommate pulled 
out “Risk 2210 AD,” I was 
skeptical. I’ve played my fair 
share of the various “Monop-
oly” re-skins (“Beatlesop-
oly,” “Cowboyopoly,” etc.), 
and I was expecting it to be 
more or less the same thing. 
Sure, maybe it would intro-
duce one or two new rules, 
but it would still be essen-
tially the same darned thing 
as the original. 
I was proven pleasantly in-
correct. While it is similar to 
the original Risk, to say that 
the two are identical 
would be like saying that 
the “Star Wars” prequel 
trilogy holds a candle to 
the original (If you have 
to ask what that anal-
ogy means, we probably 
aren’t friends.). “Risk 
2210” introduces a few 
cheesy elements of the 
late 90’s when it was 
first created, but the 
cheesiness just makes 
the game more fun. 
Players wage war in a 
dystopian future where 
the world is battle-
scarred with nuclear 
waste making some 
territories impassible. 
This random removal 
of countries makes the 
game more interesting 
with a little luck, one 
can make Australia even 
more of a stronghold. 
The game introduces 
other elements as well, 
such as the use of pow-
erful commanders that give 
players bonuses when at-
tacking on land, underwater, 
or even on the moon. The 
map opens up in a variety of 
new ways, and the secondary 
moon map lets fights open 
up on even more fronts. 
In addition, the game in-
troduces a money system, 
energy, which players may 
use to purchase and activate 
different power cards that 
provide unique advantages 
based on the card type. For 
instance, one of the diplo-
mat cards allows players to 
declare peace with another 
player for the duration of 
his turn, whether that play-
er likes it or not. One of the 
nuclear cards drops a bomb 
on a random part of the map 
and removes troops indis-
criminately from an entire 
continent. Still others pro-
vide defensive bonuses, let-
ting a player summon addi-
tional defenders upon being 
attacked, suddenly turning 
what looked like an easy vic-
tory into a foolish assault. 
It even recognizes the big-
gest issue players had with its 
predecessor: the sheer, stu-
pidly long amount of time it 
takes to play a regular game 
of “Risk.” “2210” solves the 
problem by limiting play-
ers to just 5 hectic rounds of 
shifting global power, shaky 
alliances, and backstabbing, 
although players can still 
choose to ignore the rule and 
go until one player has con-
quered the entire board.
All in all, the game intro-
duces enough new strategic 
elements that it is a superb 
standalone game. Whether 
someone is a new player who 
has never tried their hand 
at world conquest or a sea-
soned “Risk” player, there’s 
enough to keep anyone en-
tertained. Just be prepared 
for a steep learning curve the 
game introduces so much 
new stuff that it can take two 
or three rounds to finally be-
come comfortable with eve-
rything that’s going on and 
learn to properly annihilate 
one’s enemies.
Review rating: 3.5 elephants
Jeremy Tramm • guest writer
“Skyrim” is an epic game. With its 
monstrous dragons, beautiful scen-
ery, and gigantic world to explore, 
there really is no other way to de-
scribe it. With an estimated three 
hundred hours of gameplay, players 
will be investing plenty of time if they 
want to find and do everything. 
“Skyrim” is the fifth installment of 
the critically acclaimed Elder Scrolls 
series. Beginning in 1994 with “The 
Elder Scrolls: Arena,” it is an open-
world RPG series that is based on of 
the principle of “being who you want 
and doing what you want.” As the 
player begins their game, they learn 
of the civil war between the local 
Nords (think Vikings) and the Impe-
rial Legion. The Nords are fighting 
to separate from the empire due to 
the empire banning the worship of 
Talos, a god important to the Nords. 
However, this war is the last sign of 
the return of the dragon Alduin, who 
is destined to bring about the end 
of the world. However, the player’s 
character learns that he/she is a 
Dragonborn, a mortal with the blood 
and soul of a dragon, and is the only 
one who 
can stop 




D r a g o n -
born all 
a c r o s s 
Skyrim searching for ways to defeat 
Alduin, trying to find out why he re-
turned, and defeating his minions. 
While the main quest is fun and 
interesting, “Skyrim” would not be 
true to the principal of the Elder 
Scrolls series if the player was not 
allowed to do what they want. With 
all of the side quests and factions, it 
is easy to start playing and com-
pletely forget there is a main 
quest. There are six different fac-
tions in “Skyrim” each with their 
own quest line and perks. The 
player can join either of the ar-
mies fighting in the civil war, a 
group of mercenaries named the 
Companions, a college to learn 
magic, a thieves guild, and a guild 
of assassins. The many inhabit-
ants of Skyrim’s nine holds also 
have quests for the player, rang-
ing from exploring a local field 
for ingredients for a potion to 
having to prevent an ancient nec-
romancer from being summoned. 
The player will even occasionally 
get quests from the game’s gods. 
These tend to be a bit strange 
and include a quest where you 
are trapped in the mind of a dead 
emperor because a god of mad-
ness was vacationing there and 
one where the player reunites a 
talking dog with his god master. 
“Skyrim” allows you to be who 
you want to be through an inter-
esting system that tracks charac-
ter traits. A character’s attributes 
are tracked as skills, each growing 
based off of each use of 
the skill. Each charac-
ter has eighteen skills 
measuring the charac-
ter’s skill in things like 
shooting a bow, pick-
pocketing, casting cer-
tain types of spells, and 
making weapons and 
armor. Since each skill grows as 
the player uses it, the growth of a 
player’s skills seem very natural and 
does not have the problem that many 
RPGs have of making a character in-
stantly better at some skill once they 
reach a level. 
“Skyrim” is a great game, in fact, 
it is probably my game of the year 
for 2011. I have already put in close 
to ninety hours and not come close 
to completing everything there is to 
do. Though there are some people 
who might find it boring because 
it is self-paced, if you can sit down 
and immerse yourself in the world, 
you will find a game that will always 
leave you wanting more.
Review rating: 5 elephants
Lose yourself in the world of “Skyrim”
elderscrolls.wikia.com
amazon.com
”“Skyrim” allows you to be who you want...
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Hobey Tam • staff writer
I’m going to keep this re-
view brief because I do not 
want to keep you from view-
ing this picture any longer. 
Joel Edgerton (“Smokin’ 
Aces,” “Star Wars Episode 
III,” “King Arthur”) plays op-
posite of Tom Hardy (“Incep-
tion,” “Rock ‘n’ Rolla,” “Band 
of Brothers”) to portray two 
brothers from a family bro-
ken by an alcoholic father 
(Nate Nolte). The plot is ten-
sion filled and questions the 
validity of a truth we often 
take for granted: is blood tru-
ly thicker than water? What 
is more awesome is how they 
test this notion: by sticking 
two brothers with a decade’s 
worth of bad blood into the 
same UFC tournament. 
The reason this film stands 
out from others in its genre 
is that the plot is still the es-
sence of the film with the ac-
tion sequences compliment-
ing it. It is “Fight Club”-esque 
in nature. Imagine “Never 
Back Down” with an actual 
plot, storyline, and actors. 
With all that being said, I 
do not recommend this movie 
to all audiences or occasions 
like I have done in reviews as 
of late because this movie is 
not for everyone. It is most 
definitely not the best date 
material and is definitely bi-
ased towards the male crowd. 
However, for anyone (males 
and females) that likes action 
sequences, MMA, or solid 
movies in general, Warrior 
is a must see. This movie is 
great for a floor viewing or 
a private view on a slow Sat-
urday. It is available on Red 
box and Netflix. Be warned 
though – after viewing this 
movie, you will be hyped and 
ready to fight people. 
Review rating: 4 elephants
Kevin Weaver         
entertainment editor
“Call of Duty 4: Modern 
Warfare” was a game that 
surprised many who played 
it. It had the excitement 
and adrenaline-pumped 
gameplay of the famous 
World War II games with 
a fresh and new storyline 
that shocked everyone who 
played it. So definitive in its 
own right, it sparked a new 
game series for the Call of 
Duty franchise and has been 
coasting on that euphoria 
ever since. 
“Modern Warfare 3” is the 







the end of 
Warfare 2. 
Taking place in just about 
every superpower country 
in the world, you play as a 
multitude of different char-
acters as well. You start as 
an American grunt aiming 
to take down a radio jam-
mer, before finding yourself 
as the personal guard for 
the Russian President and 
eventually ending up as a 
rogue U.S. Marine. This is 
helpful for letting the play-
ers get the full story, but it 
quickly becomes difficult to 
care about who lives or dies 
when you’re the one with 
The Reaper’s touch and eve-
ryone else with a voice dies 
within 10 seconds of ap-
pearance. 
But, people don’t buy 
these games for the storyline 
anymore, they want the 
multiplayer. Fortunately, 
that’s where it is the strong-
est. With a combination of 
rebalancing weapons and 
perks (by removing some 
guns and perks), the battle-
field really does feel like you 






w o u l d n ’ t 
run to the 
front lines 
with a sniper any more than 
you would try and knock 
people down across the map 
with an AK-47. Perks have 
also been reduced from 
match deciding combina-
tions to more of helpful lit-
tle boosts with your strat-
egy. Give a sniper the ability 
to read enemy names from 
farther way, and then give 
the speedy reload to the ma-
chine gunner next to him. 
You can work without, but it 
never hurts to have that ex-
tra little help. 
But like all shooters now-
a-days, “Call of Duty” has 
introduced its own form of 
Horde gameplay. It plays 
much like a mix between the 
now famed “Nazi Zombies” 
and the original “Gears of 
War” horde. A steadily in-
creasing number of enemy 
units charge at you, grow-
ing more bullet resistant as 
the waves increase. Every 4 
or 5 waves, you’re treated 
to a heavy, or Juggernaut, 
dropping down and pre-
paring to tear your face off. 
In between the waves, you 
can buy perks, weapons, 
armor, or even airstrikes 
to give yourself an edge. 
Even though there are a 
multitude of maps to pick 
from, the strategy never re-
ally changes. Find one good 
point, defend, survive, and 
repeat. 
Overall, “Call of Duty: 
Modern Warfare 3” is a 
game that will easily satisfy 
the online gamers for an-
other year or two, but that’s 
about where it ends. Little 
redeems its now half-hazard 
story and campaign, with 
little emotional attachment 
or length.
Review rating: 3 elephants
Nothing new, but what’s wrong with the old?
imdb.com
gamespot.com
”Even though there are a multi-tude of maps to pick from, the strategy never really changes.
5EntErtainmEnt20 Jan 2012
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SGA Presidential 
Candidates
What are your goals as President if elected? 
Maximize ease of communication between 
SGA and the student body to ensure that SGA 
accurately represents the RHIT community.  
Improve communication with the admin-
istration so decisions affecting the student 
body’s daily function, such as new furniture 
in the study area, are made with input from 
the student body as a whole. Promote sustainable and efficient resource allocation to 
maximize improvements for the student body. Continue the projects initiated by the 
current President and those agreed upon by the student council and student body to 
ensure smooth leadership transition.
Why do you feel you are qualified for the position?
I have served as the President of the RHIT Climbing Club since the beginning of 
Spring 2011.  Throughout my presidency, I have worked with members to identify 
changes or improvements so the weekly climbing trips would be as convenient and 
accessible as possible to all members.  
I created electronic waivers so students could email them back to me at their 
convenience and, as a result, there is no need for club members to meet once a week 
just to complete paperwork.  Using electronic communication, including waivers, 
has tripled the number of days students may climb and allows them to choose their 
departure time.  Attendance has dramatically increased (30-40 participants weekly) 
as a result of the increased accessibility to club activity information.  
In addition, during this term, I polled the campus community at large to gauge the 
interest in having a climbing wall on campus.  Nearly 500 students responded within 
a week and an overwhelming 93% of those polled agreed a climbing wall would be 
a positive investment for Rose-Hulman.  Since obtaining the results of the student 
poll, I have been enthusiastically pursuing the climbing wall project, and I have been 
working with the SRC staff to ensure we would find the most efficient option to best 
serve the interest and safety of the RHIT community. 
What are your goals as President if elected? 
If elected, I would work to increase the transparency 
of the Student Government.  This would be measured 
by presenting a quarterly report about what SGA has 
spent money on and what has been done.  This report 
would be distributed to Constituents by their Senators 
with a poll requesting feedback about the Senate.  An-
other goal would be to visit Constituents every quarter 
to ensure their issues are being addressed.  I would 
meet with every Residence Hall and Fraternity or Sorority each quarter, and find a 
place to meet with Commuter students.  I would work to increase communication 
between the student body and the administration, and push for more student approval 
on projects that affect students most, like the renovation of the Commons.  I would 
like to make sure that ideas coming from the administration are clear to the students.  
I want to work with clubs to make sure they understand the SGA policies and help 
them attain their goals.  I would like to meet with both clubs and their Presidents, and 
help orient new Presidents so that they can work well with SGA and do all of the things 
their clubs want.  Clubs and activities are  the return we see from our activity fees, and I 
want to make sure we get everything we want out of them.  
Why do you feel you are qualified for the position?
I have served for three terms as a Senator, and within that I’ve served as a member of 
the Finance Committee, working to use the budget responsibly and help the creation of 
new clubs and activities.  I have held an executive officer position in Delta Delta Delta, 
and twice held an executive position in Alpha Phi Omega service fraternity.  In these 
positions I have planned events, worked with committees, reviewed rules and bylaws, 
and accomplished our goals within the budget in a professional manner.  I’ve been a 
member of several clubs, including serving as Water Polo Club Treasurer in the past, 
and have worked with SGA from both sides, so I understand the complete process and 
what flaws it might have.  I have had a campus job for two years, which has taught me 
to balance school and the real world.  In addition to my campus involvement, I have 
interned in the biomedical device industry for two years, and am able to work confi-
dently and competently with other professionals.  
I am willing to stand up and speak out for what students want and need, as I feel 
strongly that the opinions of the student body should be heard and recognized by 
people who make decisions at Rose.  I believe that the Student Government can be 
improved and am willing to work with the student body to make sure that happens.
Bryan Correll
Carley Shumate
What are your goals as President if elected?
My goal as SGA president would be to 
increase the transparency and communica-
tion between the student body, SGA, and 
the administration.  Recent administrative 
actions and innovations have left students 
baffled.  SGA has failed to be the organiza-
tion that empowers the voice of the stu-
dent body and bridges the gap between the 
students and the administration.  During the 
past few years, the effectiveness of SGA has 
gradually deteriorated due to the disconnect between the student body and 
the organization.  I would like to change the face of SGA so it once again 
serves the needs of the students.  As president, I would ensure the concerns 
of students are heard by the administration.  I would also like to create 
“honorary member” positions to allow people, perhaps from unrepresented 
organizations such as SAB, RHA, or the residence hall staff, to contribute 
ideas to meeting discussions.  I would propose that SGA publish minutes 
from each meeting in The Rose Thorn.  By speaking at Freshmen Orienta-
tion, I believe SGA can increase incoming student awareness about its func-
tions and goals; a simple booth at the activities fair is not enough. 
Why do you feel you are qualified for the position? 
As a former SGA senator and member of the finance committee, I have 
a solid understanding of the purpose, functions, and current downfalls of 
the organization.  I am an active member of the student body.  As an RA, 
I can relate with the 50% of the student body that lives on campus, and as 
a member of the Fraternity of Phi Gamma Delta, I can relate to the 30% of 
students that are Greek.  I am also a member of AXE and a former varsity 
athlete.
Brent Gregory
What are your goals as President if elected? 
I hope to improve the image and effective-
ness of SGA. I think the student govern-
ment can be more involved in improving 
student life and have better interaction 
with the students through their senators. 
One issue that has arisen time and time again during my time in Sen-
ate is how to keep the students informed and knowledgeable? I hope to 
be able to open more lines of communication between our faculty and 
students so that they are not blindsided by a complete campus overhaul 
when they come back from the summer. Overall, I plan to give the stu-
dents a chance to have their voice heard.
Why do you feel you are qualified for the position?  
I have served on the executive board for SGA for the past two years in 
addition to being a Senator my freshman year. I have gained experi-
ence on how to run the SGA efficiently and how to continue our efforts 
to improve the image, efficiency, and involvement of the SGA. Since 
I began my time with SGA, we have revitalized the attendance policy, 
completely overhauled our bylaws, and made several other strides to im-
prove the accountability of the senators to their representatives. Overall, 
my experiences working within the SGA give me the knowledge to take 
our student government to the next level.
Nicholas 
Addante
vote for your sGA PresidentiAl CAndi-
dAte All dAy tuesdAy on BAnner WeB.
Katrina Brandenburg • living editor
There are different mean-
ings of the word impact. The 
word impact could mean the 
change something causes, 
or it could mean a collision 
between two objects. One 
collision could be a human 
brain colliding with the 
skull. A person who has just 
experienced that type of im-
pact might be faced by ma-
jor challenges. 
In the case of a minor con-
cussion, the impact could 
mean a short period of feel-










in a couple 
of weeks; a 
more severe 
c o n c u s s i o n 
will mean a 
longer period of confusion, 
a longer time spent recover-
ing, and a longer time facing 
the issues that come from a 
concussion. 
A concussion is bruising 
of the brain, and it usu-
ally heals with time like all 
bruises. However, in the 
meantime, a person who has 
suffered a concussion might 
go through some varying de-
gree of difficulty with symp-
toms including concentra-
tion, memory, decision 
making, and coordination. 
The symptoms of a concus-
sion depend on the area of 
the brain impacted and can 
be punctuated by headaches 
or migraines. As the sever-
ity of the injury worsens, 
so does the severity of the 
symptoms. 
It is not only possible to 
bruise the human brain but 
also to tear it. If the brain is 
torn, it will bleed into the 
brain cavity and its infor-
mation pathways can be fur-
ther disrupted. This is when 
people tend to lose the most 
mental capabilities. 
If the person is under the 
age of twenty five, the ex-
tent of recovery has the po-
tential to be greater than 
for an older person. A per-
son under this age is fortu-
nate in that 
the human 
brain contin-
ues to grow 
new cells and 
develop until 
around that 
age. In that 
case, mental 
c a p a b i l i t i e s 
become a per-
fect case for 
the old saying, 
“Use it, or lose 
it.” The young brain will 
rebuild some of those lost 
pathways, but it needs exer-
cise to strengthen them. 
For someone who has suf-
fered a bad enough traumat-
ic brain injury, the worst 
part of the impact can be the 
emotional impact. Difficulty 
focusing, for example, does 
not mean lack of a desire to 
focus, just as a lack of abil-
ity to win a game does not 
mean a lack of competitive 
spirit. If someone is severly 
injured, the inability to do a 
whole list of tasks and men-
tal feats that once seemed 
commonplace and simple 
can quickly become frus-
trating and very upsetting. 
The battery of tests that 
may be given to monitor pro-
gress and the extremity of 
symptoms can be equally dis-
heartening. The tests monitor 
mental processes that were 
previously taken for granted. 
How many numbers can the 
average person hear and re-
call? This is a skill that will 
likely be tested, just as the 
ability to name words start-
ing with certain letters or 
objects that fit two abstract 
adjectives such as small and 
expensive within a time limit, 
will likely be tested. 
I know personally that the 
key to dealing with a con-
cussion is to maintain hope 
and to take any prescribed 
speech therapy. It can be 
hard to face the lost capa-
bilities and the seemingly 
slow progress. It would be 
the easiest route to quit and 
to let the injury heal as it 
may, but any progress made 
is there to stay. Brain inju-
ries do not backslide un-
less a second injury occurs. 
In time most people make 
a full recovery from a con-
cussion. Hours spent going 
to therapy sessions and do-
ing the mental exercises are 
hours invested in a lifetime 
improved by the fullest pos-
sible recovery.
Impact: collisions of the brain and skull
How we’re getting over the 
mid-quarter slump
Listening to lots of classical music on WFMT out of Chi-
cago while enjoying typical Wisconsin beverages.  
  -Andrew Klusman, Business Manager
Hanging out at Rose-Hulman basketball games.
  -Kurtis Zimmerman, News Editor
Adventure Timing with the Flipside Editor.  
  -Melissa Schwenk, Living Editor Emeritus 
Collaborating with a wedding dress designer and planning 
all the minute details.
  -Jessica Reames, Photography Editor  
Avoiding ARA food to keep my energy up.
  -Matt Dierksmeier, Sports Editor
Watching cartoons with dubious children’s content.
  -Sean Gorsky, Flipside Editor
I listen to bad techno and dance like a fool.
  -Noël Spurgeon, Flipside Editor Emeritus
Swing dancing with all of the girls.  
  -Richard Thai, Opinions Editor
What mid-quarter slump?
  -Alex Mullans, Editor-in-Chief
This player should probably be checked for a concussion...
http://dailynewstoyou.com”Difficulty fo-cusing does not mean a lack of 
desire to focus.
7Living20 Jan 2012
Now Leasing for 2012-2013 school year. 
Reserve your room today!
Please go to Ashton-Development.com to print a rental/credit application 
or schedule a showing/leasing appointment at (812) 877-1390 or (812) 249-4359
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Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
$42,000. Forty-two thousand dollars. 113 
percent of a year’s tuition. That’s what we’re 
spending to fix the latest mistake of an ad-
ministration that refuses to listen to anyone 
but itself.
Lest anyone think we hate change solely 
because it’s change: the new Moench com-
mons and hallways do look nice. The walls 
and carpet are a nice, neutral shade of gray. 
The furniture scattered throughout the 
building is colorful and modern, and the 
more prominantly-displayed art is a great 
way to spice up the hallways and to show-
case local artists. In short, the new look is 
not the problem.
The problem is the complete and utter 
loss of functionality these renovations have 
caused. Before, you could sit in the hallways 
of Moench, plug in, and do some work. 
Now, you can’t do much more than care-
fully balance your laptop on the tiny round 
immovable table. You can’t even relax with 
a cup of coffee since there’s nothing to lean 
against.
Before, the commons served two purpos-
es equally well: it was the junction between 
Crapo and Moench, and it was a place for 
students—especially off-campus students 
who don’t have any other hangouts on cam-
pus—to relax between classes. Now it looks 
like a study space, with barriers and little in-
dividual chairs—again with the useless im-
movable tables—breaking up the space, and 
people have to move furniture around to 
cobble together a social space like what ex-
isted before. Redesign number 2 will bring 
back some of the social aspects but still in-
cludes a massive barrier right in the mid-
dle of the space that inhibits socializing and 
worsens the the flow of traffic.
These problems stem from a failure to 
listen. Even the latest “fix” really doesn’t 
fix the issue because the people designing 
it failed to address the underlying issues 
students had with the first redesign. But, 
assume for a second that it does, and that 
after spending another $42,000 that eve-
rything will be hunky-dory as far as the 
commons are concerned. That’s still for-
ty-two thousand dollars that, had the 
administration bothered to ask for student 
and faculty input in the first place, wouldn’t 
have been spent.
The problem seems to be systemic. In the 
2008-2009 school year, a new logo started 
appearing on banners around campus. No 
one, except the small focus group that was 
asked over the summer, knew much about 
it. When it was released, almost everyone 
hated it—a Facebook page created at the 
time showcases comments which are over-
whelmingly opposed to the new design. 
Eventually, the logo (and whatever it cost to 
design) were thrown out and we stuck with 
the logo we all know and love.
In the 2010-2011 school year, we launched 
a new website. At first glance, it would seem 
that we fixed the listening problem: in Issue 
3 of last year, the Thorn reported that ac-
cording to an administration official, “Work 
on the redesign was not done in a vacuum... 
input was taken from all campus constitu-
encies.” And yet, there was a similar outcry 
from students and faculty when the new site 
was launched. But in time, issues like the re-
moval of the Quick Links were fixed with 
the creation of intranet pages, and this time 
those fixes didn’t cost us.
These issues, including the current issue 
of the Moench commons renovations, all 
lead to the same conclusion—our admin-
istration doesn’t understand how to ask 
for input from other constituencies on this 
campus. Either they ask, but the message 
doesn’t seem to get through, or they don’t 
even bother asking. Sometimes, though, we 
get lucky, and the fix to this failure is sim-
ple and cheap. Other times, the fix costs 
$42,000. But regardless, what if we didn’t 
have to fix things? What if the administra-
tion got serious about getting feedback 
from students, and from faculty, before they 
made decisions?
Rose-Hulman is a family. That’s what 
I’ve learned from residence life staff, that’s 
what we print on our orientation T-shirts 
and our marketing materials, and it’s what 
makes Rose different from MIT, from Har-
vey Mudd, and from every other engineer-
ing school of our caliber. But sometimes I 
wonder: does the administration remem-
ber that, or have students become nothing 
more than means to an end? I came to Rose 
because I wanted to be part of this fam-
ily. But families care about what everyone 
thinks... not just what the guys in the board 
room think.
The commons are, quite literally, a com-
mon space. As such, functional changes to 
that space should bring all the stakeholders 
into the decision, not just the ones charged 
with making it.
Sudipa Kirtley • faculty writer
Everyone is entitled to his/her 
opinion, and to express it freely, 
if needed. Through the formative 
years of our childhood, we ob-
serve our environment and lis-
ten to others, accept and discard 
certain views, and form our per-
sonal opinions. These opinions 
change occasionally if, over time, 
the environment sends us differ-
ent messages than the original 
one. Occasionally when some of 
our opinions are based on shaky 
grounds, we feel uncomfortable, 
and try to rectify the situation, 
but usually following a certain 
set of given rules. This is pretty 
much the underlying process 
for all of us. There are some of 
us who, however, tend to think 
beyond the given parameters, 
and try to find reasoning be-
hind the axioms we have been 
taught. This act of verification 
gives rise to a group who can 
be categorized as free thinkers, 
who can think independently of 
the teachings of the time. Need-
less to say, many huge innova-
tions have been made, and many 
advances in our society have 
resulted, from such thinking 
beyond the normal, and from 
performing investigations out-
side of the box. A few examples 
of the prominent free-thinkers 
are Thomas Paine, Thomas Jef-
ferson, Bertrand Russell, Rich-
ard Feynman, Carl Sagan, and 
Christopher Hitchens, and the 
list is, of course, very, very long. 
Paine did not support the prac-
tice of slavery and influenced the 
perpetrators behind the Ameri-
can and the French Revolutions, 
Russell had a logical rather than 
a superstitious way of thinking, 
and Feynman challenged many 
scientific facts and abhorred su-
perstition and delusion. Person-
ally I have great respect for these 
names, not just because they 
ventured into a rebellious mode 
of thinking, but because they 
had a logical way of figuring out 
what is right and what is wrong. 
I should be quick to add that I 
am not promoting a particular 
group here; rather, I am praising 
the insightful spirit of these peo-
ple. It is easy to realize that we 
are all free-thinkers, some more 
than others. For example, when 
a student raises a hand in a class-
room, with a “why not…..” ques-
tion, he/she is already thinking 
outside of the boundaries of the 
given structure. I believe that this 
is very beneficial not only in un-
derstanding the material we are 
trying to learn and in opening our 
minds to other possibilities, but 
also in doing the same to many 
others who are witnessing this. 
However, if one wants to stand 
out from the crowd just for the 
sake of doing that, the purpose 
is defeated. In other words, be-
ing a rebel just to join a group or 
just for getting attention is not the 
goal here. But when we do look 
outside of the box, try to think 
differently, and challenge our 
minds about the validity of the set 
of axioms that are provided to us, 
we are enriching our understand-
ing of ourselves and of the world. 
When my daughters were little, 
we had a babysitter who tried to 
instill in their young minds cer-
tain axioms without ever coming 
up with logical explanations. In 
my mind, that was wrong. The 
babysitter was just not express-
ing her opinion, but was trying to 
influence young minds to accept 
certain norms without any ra-
tionality. We should all shy away 
from imposing a certain set of be-
liefs on another person without 
logic to back it up. We need to ab-
sorb what is given to us, and then 
make rational decisions in form-
ing our opinions. If we are forced 
to think a certain way, we are 
robbing ourselves of some of our 
enquiring capabilities. We need 
to realize that when we probe 
beyond our horizons, whether 
cognitively or physically, we un-
doubtedly expand our minds 
and our way of thinking. “Doubt 
everything. Find your own light” 
were Gautama Buddha’s words, 
and I so believe in this.
Dear Editor,
On Martin Luther King Day, I walked 
down to Olin to take part in a viewing 
of a portion of “Eyes on the Prize,” a 
film about the civil rights movement. 
Free brownies and pizza were avail-
able, and I took my generous portions 
and watched an informative first per-
son history film about the civil rights 
movement. Afterwards, the teacher 
asked for questions and comments. 
The student audience was largely 
mute; two students had comments, as 
well as one of a group of administra-
tors sitting in the back row. At the end, 
we were all given permission to leave, 
with the hope that we would be a little 
bit wiser about our racial history.
The hour special included two of the 
most significant moments in the civil 
rights movement: the events at Bir-
mingham and the march on Washing-
ton at which Dr. King delivered his fa-
mous “I Have a Dream” speech. But it 
was just as notable for what it omitted. 
Dr. King’s primary focus throughout 
the hour was racial prejudice, and his 
opponents were the southern whites 
in power. Through the power of omis-
sion, Dr. King was portrayed as some-
one who only fought for civil rights, 
and his opponents as the entrenched 
southern whites who fought to pre-
serve segregation at all costs. It is rare-
ly mentioned that Dr. King fought for 
anything other than the end of Jim 
Crow laws, or that he had a career that 
lasted past 1964 and the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act.
During this time, Dr. King increased 
the scope of his focus to fighting pov-
erty and opposing the Vietnam War. 
He tried (and failed) to change the 
de facto racial segregation in housing 
that exists in Chicago, in part due to 
the virulent racism he faced there. His 
anti-poverty suggestions included the 
creation of a redistribution fund that 
would serve as reparations for slavery, 
though the fund would provide aid 
for all poor people. He declared that 
a restructuring of American society 
needed to take place in order to repair 
the great inequities caused by capital-
ism in America. In order to create these 
changes, Dr. King established the Poor 
People’s Campaign, which had as its 
goal the passage of an Economic Bill of 
Rights for the poor. While he was still 
committed to non-violence, Dr. King’s 
goals had changed radically by his as-
sassination in 1968.
This part of Dr. King’s life story is 
problematic to Rose and its corporate 
backers. If Dr. King were alive today, 
he would have far more in common 
with Occupy Wall Street than with any-
one at Chrysler, the backers of Rose’s 
“Martin Luther King Jr. Student Lead-
ership Dinner.” I doubt Dr. King would 
have objected to the idea of increas-
ing diversity within corporations at all 
levels, but the advantages of diversity 
outreach at Rose are only available to 
those who are intelligent and advan-
taged enough to make it to Rose in the 
first place. The other part of Dr. King’s 
message, regarding the dignity and hu-
manity of all people, has been lost. Dr. 
King-the man-has been replaced with 
Dr. King-the hero of fables—the man 
who courageously fought against the 
evil Bull Connor and his cadre of south-
ern devils. It would be uncomfortable 
to many for Dr. King’s full legacy to be 
displayed, so that he is whitewashed, 
cut into pieces, and only displayed in a 
way that is pleasing to the companies 
that sign Rose’s checks. At this point 
Dr. King’s image is closer to Santa 
Claus than it is to Dr. King himself, and 
Rose has done nothing to dispel this 
image.
If Rose wants to truly celebrate Dr. 
King’s legacy then it should include all 
of it, including the parts that make the 
corporations that sponsor its diversity 
initiatives uncomfortable. By choos-
ing to portray this illusion of Dr. King, 
Rose willingly alters history for its own 
end. That Rose chooses to alter facts to 
create an image that is more appealing 
to its corporate sponsors is unfortu-
nate, but not surprising.
Thomas Dykes
Class of 2013





Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
Coming off a disappointing 46 - 60 
road loss to conference leader Tran-
sylvania University, the Engineers 
took to Hulbert Arena looking to 
knock off Franklin College. Despite a 
halftime deficit of 26 - 33, a spurt of 
three-pointers led Rose-Hulman to 
their first lead of the game, and they 
held on to finish the night with a 75 - 
65 HCAC win.
 The Grizzlies capitalized on poor 
shooting early on in the first half to 
jump out to a 13-point lead, holding 
the Engineers to just a pair of points 
in the first eight minutes of regula-
tion play. A layup by senior Spencer 
Harlan sent the Engineers on a 16 - 8 
run over the next five minutes to bring 
the game within 5 points. An unfor-
tunate series of fouls sent Franklin to 
the free-throw line to take the advan-
tage as the teams headed to the locker 
room for halftime.
 Returning to the court for another 
20 minutes of play, the Engineers 
found junior Austin Weatherford 
open for a trio of consecutive three-
pointers to give Rose-Hulman its first 
lead of the game. Tighter defense on 
Weatherford left sophomore Julian 
Strickland open to sink a field goal 
from beyond the arc, and the Engi-
neers would end up winning the game 
because of their impressive numbers 
from downtown.
 The two teams were even on the 
night from inside the three-point line, 
and the Grizzlies had a two-point ad-
vantage from the free-throw-line, 
but Rose-Hulman sealed the victory 
with eight made three-pointers, while 
Franklin could only get four to fall.
 Leading the offense for Rose-Hul-
man was Weatherford who was per-
fect from beyond the arc and finished 
with 20 points. Strickland followed 
closely behind with 16 points and sev-
en rebounds.
 Senior Blake Knotts knocked down 
a pair of threes and finished the night 
with 11 points, and junior Jon Gerk-
en left Hulbert Arena with a double-
double of 10 points and 10 rebounds. 
Senior Jason Haslag rounded out the 
scoring effort with seven points, and 
sophomore Jake Dodd provided depth 
with four points of his own.
 The Wednesday night win was the 
250th for head coach Jim Shaw who 
ranks second in school history be-
hind John Mutchner, who ranked up 
340 wins in his 25 years of coaching. 
Shaw has coached at Rose-Hulman for 
18 years and has led the team to four 
NCAA Division III Tournament appear-
ances in his time with the Engineers.
 The win boosted the Engineers to 
13 - 3 overall and 7 - 2 in HCAC play 
to remain in second place in the con-
ference. They will travel to Bluffton 
University on Saturday to attempt a 
sweep of the Beavers who they out-
played in a 66 - 55 win at home earlier 
in the season.
Buckets for the Engineers
Beyond-the-arc shooting leads Rose-Hulman past Franklin
Upcoming EvEnts
Friday, JanUary 20
Men’s and women’s track and field in Friday Night Invitational 6 p.m.
satUrday, JanUary 21
Women’s basketball at Bluffton University
Men’s basketball at Bluffton University
1 p.m.
3 p.m.
Rifle team at Morehead State University 9 a.m.
WEdnEsday, JanUary 25
Women’s basketball vs. Manchester College 7:30 p.m.
Men’s basketball at Manchester College 7:30 p.m.
EnginEEr scorEboard
Men’s Swimming and Diving
Jan 13-14 — St. Louis, Mo.     
 Washington University Invite 6th place
Women’s Basketball
















Track and field teams 
off and running
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Traveling to Illinois Wes-
leyan University to begin the 
2012 indoor track and field 
season, the Rose-Hulman 
men’s and women’s teams 
combined for seven first 
place finishes. Competing in 
this four-way meet were Illi-
nois College, Illinois Wesley-
an, Rose-Hulman, and Wash-
ington University. Setting a 
Rose-Hulman school record 
with a high jump of 5’10”, the 
mark will likely qualify junior 
Liz Evans for her fifth trip to 
the NCAA Division III Na-
tionals. 
In a preseason poll of 
league coaches, the Rose-
Hulman men’s track and 
field team was unanimously 
selected to win the HCAC 
conference championship 
after winning the title last 
year. The Rose-Hulman 
women’s squad, after win-
ning the inaugural HCAC 
Indoor Championship last 
February, was predicted to 
finish second this season. 
The Sports and Recreation 
Center at Rose-Hulman will 
be this year’s venue for the 
HCAC Men’s & Women’s 
Indoor Track & Field Cham-
pionships, which will take 
place on Feb. 18.
The Fightin’ Engineers re-
turn to action this weekend to 
participate in their first home 
event of the season, the Fri-
day Night Invitational. Field 
events begin at 6 p.m. in the 
Sports and Recreation Cent-
er and running events are 
scheduled to start at 6:30.










Jan 13-14 — St. Louis, Mo.     
 Washington University Invite 6th place
Women’s Swimming and Diving
Want to contribute to the 
sports section? contact us 
at thorn-sports
@rose-hulman.edu
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Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Beginning where she left 
off last season, junior Liz 
Evans set a record mark in 
the opening competition 
for the Fightin’ Engineers 
track and field teams. Her 
5’10” high jump landed her 
a likely qualification for this 
year’s NCAA Division III In-
door Nationals. 
Last year, Evans earned 
Division III national cham-
pionships for both indoor 
and outdoor high jump 
competition. She has also 
been awarded four Aca-
demic All-American hon-
ors. For her record-break-
ing performance this past 
week, junior mathematics 
and electrical engineering 
double major Liz Evans has 
been awarded Athlete of the 
Week. She courteously an-
swered a few questions for 
The Rose Thorn.
Rose Thorn: What has 
being a part of the track 
and field team meant for 
you? Anything specific it 
has brought you or changed 
about you on and/or off the 
field?
Liz Evans: To me, being 
part of the track team is like 
being part of a wonderful, 
lively family. It’s taught me 
to give my best to each as-
pect of life.
RT: What first led you to 
pursue high jumping? 
LE: My brother.
RT: How long have you 
been high jumping?
LE: 9 years.
RT: What are your hopes 
for this season?
LE: My hope was to clear 
5’10” and now it’s to con-
sistently clear a height of 
5’9”. I would also like to stay 
healthy, sleep at night, and 
lead the nation by at least 5 
cm at the end of the season. 
It’s likely only the last of 
those three I’ll actually ac-
complish.
RT: What is your fondest 
memory during your time 
on the Rose-Hulman track 
and field team?
LE: My fondest memories 
are getting to see my friends 
and family in the crowd of 
track fans, knowing that 
they’ve all shown up at the 
beginning of the meet just 
to watch me jump less than 
9 times over a span of 2 
hours.
RT: What goes through 
your mind leading up to a 
jump?
LE: I focus on what’s at 
hand. I think about my goals 
and the actions that each 
part of my body needs to do, 
and then I tell myself that I 
can jump that.
RT: What other activities 
are you involved in on cam-
pus?
LE: Chi Omega, Mu Pi Ep-




Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology hits the road for 
a matchup at Bluffton Uni-
versity on Saturday at 1.
The Fightin’ Engineers 
stand 5-11 overall and 3-6 
in conference play after 
falling at nationally ranked 
Franklin College on Sat-
urday. Senior Alisa Dick-
erson ranks second in the 
HCAC in scoring (18.0 ppg) 
and rebounding (7.4 rpg). 
Sophomore Kelsey Ploof has 
provided depth with aver-
ages of 12.2 points and 6.9 
rebounds per game.
The remainder of the 
starting lineup features 
Sheree Williams (8.1 ppg), 
Heather Finnell (6.8 ppg) 
and Grace Gibbs (4.7 ppg, 
7.1 rpg). The Engineers have 
also improved their scoring 
defense recently and allow 
just 59.9 points per game.
Bluffton also stands 5-11 
overall and 3-6 in league 
play entering Saturday’s 
matchup. The Beavers have 
jumped into a tie for the 
sixth and final HCAC Tour-
nament spot with consecu-
tive wins over Earlham, 
Anderson and Manchester 
entering Saturday’s game. 
Lauren Hutton leads a bal-
anced offensive attack with 
an average of 12.7 points per 
game.
Rose-Hulman holds a 6-5 
lead in the all-time series 
which began in 2006. The 
Engineers have won the last 
two meetings, including a 
61-49 decision at Hulbert 
Arena in December.
The contest begins at 
1 p.m. on Saturday at 
Bluffton. Links to live in-




ketball heads to 
Bluffton 
Rose-Hulman Sports
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology junior Kyle Kovach 
(Munster/Andrean) became 
the first Fightin' Engineer foot-
ball player since 1958 to earn 
Associated Press All-American 
honors, in results released to-
day.
Kovach was named to the 
SI.com / Associated Press Lit-
tle All-America Team as the 
squad's third-team all-purpose 
player. The AP Little All-Amer-
ica Team features the nation's 
best players at the NCAA Divi-
sion II, III and NAIA levels.
Kovach becomes the first 
Rose-Hulman player chosen to 
the AP Little All-America Team 
since Carl Herakovich claimed 
first-team honors in 1958. Ed 
McGovern was also a first-team 
honoree in 1942.
The Fightin' Engineers have 
also had three honorable men-
tion AP All-Americans, includ-
ing two-time selection Mark 
Gibson. Kovach's award rep-
resents the first AP Little All-
America Team recognition of 
any kind on the gridiron since 
1975.
Kovach earned Rose-Hul-
man's 76th All-American award 
and the 17th All-American ac-
colade for the football program. 
He becomes the 14th different 
Rose-Hulman football player to 
earn All-American honors and 
the first since Adam Helmerich 
captured third-team honors 
from d3football.com in 2006.
Kovach earned the NCAA 
Division III all-purpose yard-
age national championship 
this season by averaging 225.1 
yards per game. He earned his 
second straight HCAC rushing 
championship this season with 
1,213 rushing yards on a school 
record 298 carries. His efforts 
included a school record 246-
yard performance at Anderson 
University and the fifth best 
rushing effort in school history 
with 221 yards at Kalamazoo.
Kovach ranks third in school 
history with 3,005 rushing 
yards and needs 311 yards to 
become Rose-Hulman's all-
time leading rusher. He holds 
the career school record with 
5,192 all-purpose yards and 
stands third in school history 
in rushing touchdowns (31) 
and fourth in total touchdowns 
(38).
His all-purpose efforts this 
season included 1,213 rushing 
yards; 408 receiving yards on 
46 catches; 486 kickoff return 
yards on 24 attempts; and 144 
punt return yards on 20 at-
tempts.
Rose-Hulman finished 5-5 
overall this season and earned 
second-place honors in the 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference to cap the first year 




Perfection Spring & Stamping Corp. congratulates the 
graduating classes of 2012 and we hope to see you at 
the Winter Career Fair on January 25.  
We are a world class supplier of precision metal 
formed components looking to identify graduating 
students with a mechanical engineering major and we 
will be on-campus January 26 to conduct interviews.  
We are also looking to identify students for our 
mechanical engineering summer internship.  
You can find out more about Perfection, and our full-
time position, on e-Recruiting and at our website:  
www.pss-corp.com
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I, Noël Spurgeon, take my final final bow. You didn’t think you’d be rid of me with that nice farewell letter up there, did you? Not so lucky this time, folks. Anything written on this page that doesn’t have anyone else’s name on it, is, for the last 
time, my fault. That said, you can send all hate mail to Sean Gorsky, your new fearless leader. I’m still not too sure how to feel about this business though... maybe, just maybe I don’t have to leave. Maybe I can stay.... FOREVER. MWHAHAHA.... YOU’LL NEVER TAKE ME ALIVE!
Wacky prof quotes
“Thermodynamics is a lot 
like therapy. You don’t un-
derstand it, but you come to 
accept it.” 
— Dr. Nolte. The same 
can be said for a lot of 
things... for instance, the 
deep, stabbing pain I feel 
in the heart region every 
time I check my grade.
“That’s not a fedora; 
those are mountains. Just 
sayin’.”
—Dr. Livesay, master 
of abstract impression-
ist whiteboard art. And 
headwear.
 “I know exactly what 
you’re going to find: 
porn… But not associated 
with me.”
— Dr. Bryan. Safe-
search on, kids. SAFE. 
SEARCH. ON.
“When was the last time 
you had a forklift driving 
on a tank shooting entro-
py?”
— Dr. Dee. Just last 
week, actually. It got dis-
orderly fast, though.
“Whenever I need to 
relax, I just go back to 
my office and drop some 
balls.”
— Dr. Evans. The rico-
chet always unnerved me, 
but whatever it takes.
Rose professors say 
crazy things. E-mail 
them to the Flipside 
at thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman
Noël Spurgeon • old humor editor
Today we salute you, Mr. Climate Snob. Whether from the 
polar north or the balmy south, the meteorological merits of 
Terradise just aren’t enough for you. When it’s hot, you com-
plain about the humidity, or maintain that we haven’t even 
felt heat until we’ve trekked through the Nevada desert in 
July. When it’s cold, you scoff at the huddled masses shuffling 
between classes like emperor penguins making their perilous 
trek across the Antarctic, knowing that you’ve seen eyebrow-
freezing cold that would make Terre Haute winters seem like 
a quick jaunt to the sauna. You flaunt your board shorts in 
the blizzard and your sweatpants in the summer, just to prove 
that we have no idea what we’re talking about when we dare 
converse about what’s falling from the sky outside. When 
it’s sunny, you swear the sun is brighter at home. When it 
rains, it’s nothing compared to that one spring where you had 
to build an ark in your backyard and sail down the Missis-
sippi. When it snows, it’s never enough for your igloo-loving 
self, and when it doesn’t snow, well, it’s just proof that Terre 
Haute’s weather will never compare to that of your native 
land. And you know what, it’s true. Where you come from, 
weather is made of rainbows, sunshine, and sparkles, and a 
magical unicorn comes along and controls daily precipitation 
and cloud patterns. Your weatherman is never wrong, and 
has, on more than one occasion, used his magical powers of 
divination to pick winning lottery numbers, as well as win the 
inter-office fantasy football pool six years running. It’s not 
that you’re cocky about being from Paradise, USA… it’s that 
you’re cocky about being from Paradise, USA in Terre Haute. 
So here’s to you, oh seasonal stickler… may your trip to the 
misery of Terradise be brief indeed.  
Noel Spurgeon • chief of categories
In with the new
Sean Gorsky • FNG
Nevermore! Famed writer 
Edgar Allan Poe’s words couldn’t 
Vent my anger any better. For 
Every piece of dry, boring, 
Recycled, internet ridden, 
Generic contnent I saw on the 
Old Flipside, my anger grew. 
Nevermore, I say! The time is 
Now over for recycled, boring,
And apathetic content. 
Given weeks of contemplation 
Infused with dubious and rather 
Varied considerations, I have 
Eeked my way to an answer 
You may surprising: more seri-
Ous content. No more rude or 
Unappealing humor, rage faces, 
Underwear jokes, or explicit, 
Passé jokes at all. From 
Now on, the Flipside will be 
Endearing readers with far less 
Vitriolic content. All new cont-
Ent will be brought to you by the 
Regal but sly humor on par with 
Great Charlie Chaplain. 
Out with the old, I say! With 
New, serious content comes 
New readers, a more focused 
Audience and more informative 
Literature. It is my humble, but 
Expert opinion that seriously 
Titled pieces can tug the heart as 
Yodlers tug at the hearts of 
Oogly-eyed goats. Content will 
Undulate either to serious 
Dialogues with real messages
Or appropriate, chuckle-laden, 
Witty knee-busters. I have a 
New faith that, with time, I can 
Lull new readers to the paper, 
Or at the very least, induce 
Laughs in even the most stoic 
Lads in the school. 
Off to sleep for me. Good
Luck. And goodnight, I think. 
Out with the old
Noël Spurgeon • old guard
My dearest readers:
All good things must come to an 
end, and so must my term as edi-
tor. In these two years, we’ve be-
come like family: we’ve laughed 
together, protested the couches 
together, snuck things past the 
editors together, and I’ve made 
fun of you. A lot. 
I regret nothing. The late nights. 
The questionable journalism. 
That time with the ice cream tubs 
and the feathers and the neon 
green fishnet stockings that we’ll 
never speak of again. This old 
cowgirl has seen a lot in her time 
at this newspaper, and now, like 
all good Western champions of 
truth, justice, and satirical news, 
it’s about time for her to be mov-
ing on.
That’s right, folks. It’s off into the 
sunset for me. There are other 
schools, other newspapers, other 
towns that need my help, and it 
would be selfish of me to deny 
them it. There will always be a 
place in my heart for you scalli-
wags… but still, I can’t stay.
However, I take comfort in 
knowing that I’ve left you in 
(somewhat) capable hands. I 
may be gone, but the legacy of the 
Flipside will live on. So I bid you 
adieu, my faithful readers: know 
that old editors never die… they 
just fade away. Melissa Schwenk • cheesecake photojournalist
Senior Design
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